Structured Engagement Exercises
	Structure & Graphic
	Description
	Benefits & Purposes

	Stir the Class
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                                        Think time


                  Partner Share
                                     New Partner Share
	· Provide each student with a data collection sheet.
· Students write three reasons, cause, points of interest about the topic.

· Students move around the room exchanging ideas.

· Compare lists, prioritize, etc…
	· This exercise will serve two purposes:  To preview prior knowledge at the beginning of a unit of study and to review information prior to an exam on a unit of study.

	Take A Stand

                    Alone




                                         Share
	· Identify the main points students are going to grapple with.
· Create five to ten statements related to those points.

· Students record their responses.

· Discuss pros and cons of each statement.

· Consult information source.
	· To motivate students through controversy
· To give students a purpose for reading.

· To use students’ experience base to involve them in new learning. 

	Three Column Charts
Know…
Want…
Learned…

	· Announce the topic to the class.
· Students will record ideas in each column.

· Emphasize getting lots of ideas.  Debates and clarifications take place after the brainstorming of ideas.

· During the unit, ideas can be clarified.
	· To access prior knowledge
· To aid in planning lessons
· To track student learning

· To identify areas for further study

	Exclusion Brainstorming

             Alone

            Together
	· Write topic on board

· Write words under each topic

· Students sort, classify, and delete words

· Students explain reasoning

· Students explore topic

· Students compare predictions with their findings
	· To predict and set a focus for learning

· To find out what students know

· To build skills for analyzing possible connections

	Facts and Folklore


Alone

Pairs     



    Together
	· Have students list all they know about a topic.
· Identify which ideas they think are fact and which are opinion or fantasy.

· Discuss with students why they made their choices.
	· To discover what students know
· To differentiate between truth and fiction for concepts with much information in both forms
· To validate the existence of folklore.





Government


    Senate


    Bill
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